JOAN    OF    ARC
the Tourelles by refusing to move to its assistance after
they saw on May yth that the attack was genuine; and
even its loss does not account for their retreat on the 8th,
for they were still in a stronger position than they had
been during two-thirds of the siege. They were neither
out-manoeuvred, outfought nor seriously outnumbered,
they were simply overawed. In short, their long moral
superiority had been abruptly taken away from them and
given to their enemies by the intervention of a seventeen
year old girl.
They were beaten by an idea and the form that the
idea took was faith. It is absurd to belittle Joan's military
contribution as some writers (the professional soldiers are
not amongst them) have done, though it would be equally
absurd to maintain that she was the gifted captain at
Orleans that she became when experience had ripened
her. She saw opportunities that other men had over-
looked, rediscovered principles that they had forgotten,
because she had one of those rare intellects that is able
to think for itself. But even her natural flair for general-
ship would not have enabled her to accomplish in nine
days what the Bastard and his colleagues had failed to
accomplish in two hundred had she not brought with
her, and been able through her personality to impart,
that conviction of right on her side which clarified like
a sunburst the issues in the minds of a perplexed and
discouraged people. It was right that King Charles
should have his realm; it was wrong that the English
should steal the Duke of Orleans5 city while they held
his body.1 The knowledge that right is on their side
1 This idea, born of pure chivalry, was so strong in her that she said
at her trial that she had had more revelations regarding the Duke than
any man alive except the Dauphin himself. She had in mind to invade
England to obtain his release if the English refused to free him otherwise.
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